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DEP. KEEPER GEORGE W. HAIGHT MEM. HWY H.B. 4832: 

 SUMMARY OF HOUSE-PASSED BILL 

 IN COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Bill 4832 (as passed by the House) 

Sponsor:  Representative Sarah L. Lightner  

House Committee:  Transportation 

                             Ways and Means 

Senate Committee:  Transportation and Infrastructure 

 

Date Completed:  1-21-20 

 

CONTENT 

 

The bill would amend the Michigan Memorial Highway Act to designate the portion of I-94 in 

Jackson County beginning at the intersection with Elm Avenue and extending east to the 

intersection with Dettman Road as the "Deputy Gate Keeper George W. Haight Memorial 

Highway". 

 

Proposed MCL 250.1018b  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

According to the Department of Corrections, on March 27, 1893, Deputy Keeper George W. 

Haight was killed by an inmate of the Michigan State Prison in Jackson, MI. The inmate, on 

the night of Deputy Haight's death, assisted in preparing meals for the guards. The inmate 

poisoned Deputy Haight's food with a mixture of opium and hydrogen cyanide as part of an 

escape attempt. Deputy Haight ate his meal and became ill and unable to move.  

 

Deputy Keeper George Haight was a Civil War veteran and had served at the Michigan State 

Penitentiary for eight years. According to the Department, he was the first employee to be 

killed in the line of duty. 

 

 Legislative Analyst:  Tyler VanHuyse 

FISCAL IMPACT 

 

The bill would have no fiscal impact on State or local government. 

 

 Fiscal Analyst:  Michael Siracuse 
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